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Chapter 1 - Star Shine 
!
There is this girl called Star Shine she’s a hippie, the youngest in the 
suburb. She lives in a caravan and she thinks it’s wicked in Jackey’s 

marsh. Which is surrounded by beautiful 
bush land and breathtaking views 
She has the brightest red hair in the 
business. She goes to Launceston Church 
Grammar School and because her parents 
are poor she’s on a scholarship and she has 
to renew it on Saturday. Star is in grade 6. 
She’s strictly vegetarian when she was 
three was the last time she ate meat and 
She’s going down to the park to see the 
kookaburras. 
 
Speaking of kookaburras she has the most 
awesome pet kookaburra her names 
Smudge.  
She’s had her for 2 years she’s brown and 
white with a peace sign on her back. Star 
found  
her on the path staring at a bigger 
kookaburra lying flat on the road ever since 
she’s  
Been like her mother and she loves her just 
like one to. Now wherever she goes 
Smudge sits on her shoulder and she 
squawks real loud when Star walks across 
the road.   
 
Her caravan is quite big (for a caravan) it 
has a cool single bed and a nice double bed, 
a kitchen with an oven, a microwave and a 

fridge. She has the awesomest  desk with a lamp. The Bathroom is next to 
her bed so its pretty handy if she needs to go in the middle of the night. 
 
Her Mum and dad are even more chilled than her!!!! Their names are Sun 
Shine (her Dad) and Rainbow Shine (her Mum). Her  dad works as a shop 
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manager at Organic Food For Less! Her mum sells totally awesome tie 
dye shirts and bandanas 
 
Her school as you people already know She goes to Launceston Church 
Grammar School  Its pretty cool apart from the uniform it’s a bit uptight 
for her ( she especially hates the stockings in the winter uniform. ) 
She has a couple friends but their not that fun all they want to do is play 
in the computer lab. Star can’t wait to go to the park its really close to 
school about 1 km. The reason she’s so exited  is so she can see this boy 
that always comes to the park he seems nice. She thinks I saw him today 
in a bird poo covered bus. 
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Chapter 2 - DJ Slim  
 
There’s this boy in town. His nickname is DJ Slim but his real name is 
actually Duncan James. He’s got a sick Mohawk. It’s fluro green. He 
wears awesome clothes and wears red glowing shoes. He thinks his cloths 
are sick. His eyes are green and he has dark skin. He’s the sickest and 
coolest kid in his suburb or East Launceston if you prefer. His aim is to 
become the most famous rapper in the whole entire world, also the 
richest. 
 
DJ Slim loves to create rap songs about his 
family. Here’s one of his first originals. 
 
Yo my name is DJ Slim. 
My fathers name is Mojo. 
My mothers name is Kim 
My brothers name is Jojo. 
 
I live in an apartment  with my Granny. 
Her name is Annie. 
She plays lots music. 
It’s always classic. 
 
He thinks it’s an awesome song. He’s  going 
to get some lunch before the park. He’s 
going to catch the bus to Hungry Jacks. He 
goes to the bus stop just around the corner 
but the bus looks terrible. It’s covered in bird 
poo. 
“Those stupid birds.” Yelled the bus driver. 
DJ Slim was the first one in the line to get 
onto the bus. The bus driver opened the door 
for him, but as soon as he walked in bird poo 
dropped all over him. 
 
Right now he’s in the shower and the water 
is almost burning him except he loves it this 
hot. Hang on is it just him or is it getting 
colder. The water is now freezing. He better 
hurry up and get out of there. 
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Now DJ Slim is in the bus. There going through the car wash. DJ Slim 
can see something up ahead. It’s a sword. The sword crashed through the 
window and broke it. 
The bus driver yelled out “I’m not paying this time.”  
   
Now the police is chasing the bus all around. The bus driver decided that 
he might as well just get arrested. 
So the bus parked. The bus driver tried to explain what happened but 
there was no mark to prove it. I guess it was just his imagination. 
 
The police made him pay double the amount he was meant to. The bus 
driver learnt a valuable lesson today. Always pay no matter what. 
 
The bus driver is a total idiot because he just crashed into a pole. Luckily 
no one was injured. Bus drivers these days are so silly.  
“Hang on.” Said DJ Slim. 
“Who’s that pretty girl over there. Maybe I’ll go over and see.” 
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Chapter 3 -  The Meeting 
 

DJ Slim walked closer to the pretty girl. Then sat next to the unfamiliar 
face on the closest park bench. At this time Star Shine was gradually 
moving from the bench seating to the swing. While this was happening 
the pair had collided. “Oh sorry, I didn’t mean to bump into you” Star 
said apologetically. 
 “That’s ok,” replied DJ Slim.  
“May I ask your name bro” Star said smoothly.  

“The names DJ Slim, what about you ma’am” 
replied DJ Slim. 
“I’m Star Shine, you like my hair its all natural” 
said Star politely.  
“Yer, loving the do. Hey wanna share this wrap 
with me, its got chicken in it.” 
“No I’m strictly vegetarian” shouted Star.  
“ Well what about this molten fudge biscuit”. DJ 
Slim offered. 
“  Yer why not. One biscuit wont hurt my figure 
” Smiled Star. 
 
DJ Slim laughed as he noticed the bird upon 
Star’s shoulder. 
“Whoa what’s that on your shoulder” yelled DJ 
Slim. 
Star held out her hand and Smudge flew into 
Star’s hand. DJ Slim slowly move back as Star 
came closer. 
 
“This is Smudge my pet, I’ve had her for 2 years. 
Ever since I found her staring at a bigger bird on 
the path on the side of the road, anyway I go to 
Launceston Church Grammar School. What 
about you?’’  
“I go to Queechy High School its pretty cool, 
I’m the roughs boy in the 7th grade’’ boasted DJ 
Slim. 
Star was gob-smacked as she said “I would of 

never of picked you for that sort of person.” 
“Well I am a rapper, if that helps you understand a bit more” said DJ 
Slim. 
 
“I’ve gotta go soon” said Star Shine while looking at her watch. 
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“Can I at least have your number and your address?” asked DJ Slim. 
“My numbers 030675643422 and I live at Jackey’s Marsh, but don’t call 
me on next Saturday I’ll be at a Scholarship exam for Grammar to go to 
grade 7” said Star politely.  
“Well my number is 034564534212 and I live at 28b the Charles, Charles 
St East Launceston ”said DJ Slim while walking away and trying to 
encourage Star to go for the scholarship. “See you soon yelled Star”. 
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Chapter 4 – Love is in the Air 
 
“I really want Star Shine to come to Queechy High School but I don’t 
know how to get her to come to school with me. I was just talking to her 
and she really loves that kookaburra Smudge. She told me about doing 
the scholarship test in two weeks time, she is really smart I’m sure she 
will get it and that will mean I will not see her that much any more” 
thought DJ Slim. He kept thinking about it as he got the bus home and 
decided to ask his mum and dad for advice. To DJ Slim this was 
something he did quite often as he was always stuck in a twist. But this 
time his parents weren’t very helpful and just said “Don’t worry about 
this girl if she doesn’t like you for how you are then she is not worth 
worrying about.” “ But mum I really like her and I don’t know what to 
do.” winged DJ. “Sweet heart just talk to her tomorrow.” To DJ that was 
the worst piece of advice he had ever received…. Ever. After those words 
of advice DJ went to bed. 
 

“Hey Star what are you doing, 
aren’t you meant to be in school?” 
asked curiously DJ Slim. “ Well 
aren’t you meant to be as well?” 
shot back Star. What are you doing 
here in East Launceston?” asked 
Star “Well I’m hiding from my 
teacher because we have science 
today and I really hate it. Oh how I 
wish we could have music every 
day all day, now that would be a 
dream school.” sighed DJ. “Sorry I 
have to go mum wants me to do so 
many jobs for her.” complained Star 
“Before you go Star would you like 
a bit of my cheese burger. It’s really 
yummy.” “No thanks I’m a 
vegetarian don’t you remember? I 
haven’t since I was three.” moaned 
Star. “Sorry I forgot maybe next 

time. See you!” said DJ biting his lip. “ Bye!” cheered Star. Oh wait I 
almost forgot I have a party invitation for you it’s on next Saturday at my 
caravan in Jackey’s Marsh.” panted Star as she caught up with him. “Ok 
see you then.” exclaimed DJ. 
 
 



! KK!

Chapter 5 – Missing 
 
 
“Hello is anyone there?” asked DJ as he knocked on the door. “Hello, 
please come in the party has just started,” said Star as she walked to the 
door. “ Is anyone else here?” asked DJ. “Oh, there are still seven other 
people to come.” said Star. “ Look here they are right now.” continued 
Star. As everyone gathered in Star’s tiny caravan they complimented how 
nice it was. Just as Star was about to sit down DJ gave her a present. It 
was a silver necklace with a peace sign on the end. “I love it where did 
you get it from?” questioned Star. “Well I was walking through town as I 
walked past the jewellers, I saw it and it made me think of you.” said very 
nervously DJ. Star could I please have a glass of water.” continued DJ. 
As soon as Star left the caravan the look in DJ Slim’s eyes changed from 
sweet and peaceful to an angry werewolf. He shouted, “Get out of my 
way and give that stupid kookaburra Smudge. But DJ had to be 
precarious because the cage was sitting on the very edge of the little 
coffee table. If he put one finger in the wrong place he would be in very 
big trouble. He and all the other guests sprinted out of the caravan just as 
Star was about to return and the kookaburra mystery began. 
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As soon as Star returned she knew that something was missing. She saw 
that Smudge was gone and she almost had a panic attack she was so 
worried. How could I let that happen? Star threw on her coat, ran out the 
door, jumped on her bike, rode all the way into town and went to all her 
guests homes but said that they didn’t know were Smudge was even 
though they did. 
 
After that Star went to tell her mum but she said she was busy and said 
that she couldn’t help and neither could her dad. Star went to DJ’s house 
and she was very curious why they all left but DJ just said, “ Oh I don’t 
know I guess I just got bored.” 
 
Star rode back home but now wasn’t so cheerful she had just lost her best 
friend, her pet, maybe forever. 
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Chapter 6 - Ransom Note 
 
It was the middle of the night and DJ Slim was walking through the cold, 
dark and damp streets. The only street lamp in the street flickered out. He 
entered the Launceston Church Grammar School gates. He slipped into 
the grade 6 classroom and found Star’s desk and placed the note on her 
desk.   
 

Star walked to school and was now nearing her 
class. On her desk was a small note that looked 
oddly like a scribble. She read it, and this is 
what it said 
 
If you want your precious Kookaburra back, 
You’ll be really, really, really slack, 
Don’t try your best, 
On your scholarship test, 
Or you’ll never get your kookaburra back, 
 
Leave that horrid, awful school of yours, 
All the teachers have long, long claws, 
 Oh don’t try to track me,  
I’m as nimble as a flea. 
 You’ll regret going to that school of yours. 
         Duncan James. 
 
The bell rang. All morning she had been 
worrying about Smudge. She hoped that 
Smudge would fly home. She had to stop the 
tears from flowing, especially when she thought 
smudge might end up like the other bigger bird 
she had been with they met. She was told off 
many times that morning because she had not 
been focused. She was just about to get told off 
again but the lunch bell rang. She had always 
thought that lunch was a problem because the 
lunch lady always asked “are you sure you don’t 

want meat with that?” That was the only reason she thought lunch was 
bad.  
But there was one thing that puzzled star deeply she didn’t know a 
Duncan. 
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She reached home and her mum greeted her warmly. She had kind of 
wished that it had all been a dream but it hadn’t it had been real. For 
dinner mum cooked dumplings, they were really nice. Her Mum said 
“You should go to bed now Star.” 
So she did. 
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Chapter 7- Star’s Decision   
 
The next morning... 
 
Star woke up to find that this had not just been one great crazy nightmare, 
but Star had woken up to find that this was all true .Star looked around 
her tie died, rainbow colored room to see whether Smudge was just 
playing one cruel prank on her. She looked under her bed, between her tie 
died headbands but Smudge was no-were to be seen. She closed her eyes 
and hugged her pillow so tight she could barley breath. She started to cry. 
She didn’t even try to start crying the tears just started to role down Star’s 
face without any warning. They rolled around her face kinda like a barrel 
of butterflies in someone’s stomach. 
 
What was Star going to do with out her good luck charm, Smudge her 
pet. Shine looked at the ransom note that she hade received earlier. She 
read it aloud to herself. 

 
Star could not get her head around who this 
Duncan James was or why he would want 
her pet Smudge. She knew she had to find 
out who this ‘Duncan James’ was? Or if he 
is even a real person. Yesterday she asked 
her mum what she should do to get Smudge 
back but she didn’t even care. 
 
Star shine sat on her bed and thought about 
the decision she had to make. She either had 
to flunk the scholarship test or she would 
never see her precious Smudge again if Star 
wanted to stay at Grammar she would have 
to give up Smudge, but could Star do that? 
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Chapter 8 - The Nightmare Test 
 
When Star woke up in the morning she checked the time. Seven forty 
five! In double quick time she was ready. She jumped on her bike and 
rode as quick as her legs would let her go. She checked her watch. As 
soon as she walked in she knew faking would not be an easy task. She 
knew this! It was a NIGHTMARE! After two hours of pure torture it was 
finished. There was a battle going on inside Star. Before she could get out 
of that horrible room, crying erupted through Star. Gathering up her 
books Star rushed out of the room. Tripping on her shoelace she toppled 
over. When she walked out, Mrs Spring saw that Star had left something 
behind. Curiously, she picked it up.  
Meanwhile, Star Shine was riding her bike slowly home thinking about 
what would happen if she failed. What school would she go to? By the 
time the last ray of light had disappeared Star had decided what she was 
going to do. 

 
 She was going to go to DJ Slims 
apartment. She felt around inside 
her pocket for his address. Yes 
there it was! 
 
28b the Charles, Charles Street, 
East Launceston. 
D.J Slim  
 
When Star reached DJ Slims 
apartment it was well after dark. 

Rainbow would be wondering were she was. But never mind that now, 
the had a task to do. 
Star knocked politely. A slightly older looking DJ Slim answered. “Yes?” 
he asked in an unfriendly tone. 
“I’m here to see DJ Slim.” Star sounded more confident than she felt. 
“He’s in his room.” he grunted, nearly shutting the door on her. 
“DJ, I need to tell you something. I probably failed my test so I need to 
find a new school, preferably in Tasmania.” DJ Slim chuckled at Stars 
joke.  “Come to Queechy, you’ll have a great experience.” Star was 
getting angry. “You only want me to come to Queechy to be with you!” 
and with that she stormed out, slamming the door behind her. 
 
As she snuggled into bed, her last thought before dropping into an uneasy 
sleep was everything would be all right tomorrow… but of course it 
would not be. 
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Chapter 9 - The Mystery Is Solved  
 
Mrs. Spring picked up the ransom note of the cold concrete floor and read 
it. The teacher knew at once whom the troublesome one was that wrote 
the letter. She just knew it was DJ Slim.  
             
            Mrs Spring glided across the hall to her desk and corrected the 
pieces off work. When she saw Star’s work, Mrs Spring was astounded. 
Wrong, wrong, wrong, right, wrong. It was a nightmare for Mrs Spring. 
Her precious student had failed and it wasn’t even her own fault.  
             
            The Ransom note never left Mrs. Spring’s mind. Ah Hah! All of a 
sudden, it clicked. DJ Slim took the kookaburra and created a ransom 
note. Afterwards, her scholarship test took place and Star decided to fail 
purposely to be with the troublemaker. But why?  
 
     She must have really loved that kookaburra to throw a scholarship test. 
Knowing her parents she could only afford to go to public school and 
there weren’t many of those around.  
 
Why would Duncan James do such a thing? There was only way Mrs. 
Spring was going to find out what Duncan James was thinking. This was 
to get inside Duncan’s mind; the way she would do this was to asking 
Duncan what he was thinking. Mrs. Spring knew it would be extremely 
hard but she had to do it. 
Mrs. Springs spent the rest of her day focussing on how she would 
approach the problem. This was going to be hard. But exactly how had 
now one knew. 
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Chapter 10 – The Discussion 
 
 
    “This will not be tolerated,” roared Mrs. Spring “Mark my words.” She 
hadn’t heard the name Duncan James in a long time, but Mrs. Spring 
knew him as she once taught him. She decided that she would search for 
him. 
 
 500m northeast as she searched another floor with no luck. But then on 
floor 6, apartment 48 she knocked on the door and to Mrs. Spring’s relief 
Duncan’s mum opened the door. “Excuse me Mrs. James could I please 
talk to Duncan,” said Mrs. Spring. “He’ll be in his room”, said Duncan’s 
mum curiously.  
 
     Duncan was very surprised to see his old teacher in his bedroom. 
“Duncan you’ve done something very wrong, you should return that 
kookaburra you know how much she loves it”. Right then Duncan’s 
mood was dampened to molten mush he felt like he was about to cry. 
“Duncan why did you do it”, said Mrs. Spring. “I wanted her to be in my 
school really badly so I took her kookaburra and wrote a ransom note.” “I 
know”, said Mrs. Spring “That’s how I found out”, said Mrs. Spring. 
 
 
     “Listen Duncan I think you have the courage to tell Star Shine that 
you took her kookaburra.” “What you did was definitely wrong. I’ll leave 
you with you’re decision good bye Duncan.” 
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Chapter 11 – The Lie 
 
Duncan was sitting in his room thinking about what Mrs. Spring had said. 
Should I really confess thought Duncan, we probably wouldn’t be friends 
anymore. I wish I could give the stupid kookaburra back and look good 
doing it as well. Wait how about I go to Star and say that I got this from a 
person and I knew it was yours. HA that’s a brilliant plan I’ll get on the 
bus right now. 
 
     As DJ Slim got on the bus he thought to himself should I really lie to 
my best friend, and what if that dumb teacher finds out about it. He got of 
the bus with stars precious bird and slowly walked towards Star Shine’s 
house. 
 
     When he got there he was puffed which made his story much more 
believable. DJ Slim knocked on the door and Star Shine opened it, “oh its 
you what do you want”, said Star Shine. DJ Slim passed the birdcage to 
Star. “Someone gave her to me he had dark hair and light skin and said 
his name was Duncan James. As soon as I had a good look I realized she 
was yours.” “Oh I can’t believe you found her please come inside”, said 
Star. DJ Slim had a brilliant time he had four chocolate biscuits and a 
coke. He was very much satisfied with his brilliant plan, Star was his 
friend and so far there were no consequences and all was great.  
 
     At school Star was happier she had got smudge back, but she was still 
upset about the scholarship. As Star was eating her vegetarian wrap. Mrs 
Spring came over to me and said. “Did Duncan tell you about it”, said 
Mrs Spring. 
“Tell me about what”, said Star. “Well Duncan gave it to DJ Slim and he 
gave it back to me.” 
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Chapter 12 - Duncan James 
 
“Did he now?” Snorted Mrs. Spring. Obviously finding this unbelievable. 
“He told me that Duncan James had given it to him.” Star remarked. 
“Star there’s something I need to tell you.” Mrs. Spring lead her into the 
office.  
“You know the ransom note that was mysteriously left in your desk?” 
“Yeah…” Star was wondering how she found out about it. “ How do 
you……?” Her voice trailed off. 
“You dropped it on your way out.” Mrs. Spring answered. “Duncan 
James used to go to this school. Until he got expelled five years back. I’m 
warning you, don’t mess with him. You might know him as DJ Slim. He 
now goes to Queechy High School. Do you know him?” 
 “Yes. I met him at the park and swapped addresses.”  
“This is bad, very bad.” Mrs. Spring muttered to herself. “I have gathered 
information and have found out that your Kookaburra was stolen. Is that 
right?”  
“Yes.” Replied Star feeling that this is more like an interview than 
anything else. 
“So your telling me that DJ Slim stole my Smudge?”  
“Yes I’m afraid so. Has he recently come to your place?” 
 “Yes for my birthday. That’s the day Smudge disappeared.” 
 “Mmm.” Mrs. Spring was thinking. “That’s not what he told me he’d do. 
He said he’d admit to you that he stole it from you.” Mrs. Spring 
exclaimed. 
“Really?” questioned Star 
But you, Star Shine have got to take another Scholarship test. I 
understand that under all the pressure you’ve been going through you 
didn’t get the marks that you normally would’ve got. I’m giving you 
another chance to stay at this school, so try your best. 
“Got your stuff ready? Time starts…now!  
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Epilogue 
 
In the end Star Shine was able to retake the test.  
This time when she resat the test she put 110% into it and got 100% out, 
slightly less than what she put in but still a result. She passed and got a 
full scholarship for the next 7 years. 
 
She graduated and went to jail for 5 months for starting a peace rally 
campaign for world peace. And Smudge set a world record for the longest 
living kookaburra. Living to 25 years of age. And as for Duncan, he went 
on to become a professional rapper and is richest in the world. 
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